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condition attached to his divorce and the permission to marry Countess Grudzinska,10 In a letter to Alexander dated January 14, 1822, Constantine confirmed his decision to transfer his title to the throne to "the next heir/' an arrangement sanctioned in the tsar's reply of February 2. Thus a question of paramount importance to the empire was dealt with as a purely family matter in private negotiations between the two brothers. A manifesto written by Philarct, archbishop of Moscow, and signed by Alexander on August 16, 1823, appointed Nicholas heir apparent. This action was not, however, made public, A sealed envelope containing the original text of the manifesto and the two letters mentioned above was deposited in the Moscow Uspcn-sky Cathedral with the direction that the package should be returned to the tsar if he so desired and that, in case of his death, it should be opened "before any other action" was taken. Three copies of each document were made by Prince Alexander Golitsin and, for safe custody, were handed in scaled envelopes and with similar instructions to the State Council, the Senate, and the Synod, Nicholas knew that he was destined to succeed Alexander, but neither he nor Constantine was aware of the legal form that had been given to the unusual transaction. Constantine remained the official heir apparent and was thus referred to in state documents and Church services. It is impossible to suggest a rational explanation for these mysterious and quaint arrangements which precipitated a dynastic crisis.
At the time of Alexander's death in Taganrog (November 19), Nicholas was in St. Petersburg and Constantine in Warsaw. The news was not received in the capital until November 27. The factor that determined the conduct of Nicholas during the following three weeks was the attitude of the guards. The future emperor, a ruthless and exacting disciplinarian, was in daily contact with the troops of the St. Petersburg garrison and was extremely unpopular with both officers and men. Constantine, although as severe and cruel a drill-master as his brother, had the advantage of having been away from the capital for over a decade. His personal frailties were largely forgotten, but it wassknown that the Polish army he commanded was better equipped and received higher pay than the Russian army and that in Poland the term of service for privates was eight years instead of the.twenty-five prescribe^ by tjie: Russian law. These facts, together with the pep
16 In 1814 Constintitie had visited ' his' wife in Germany and offered her a reconciliation for dynastic reasons, but his plea was rejected.